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Orange Shirt Day - September 30, 2018 

 
In 1973, Phyllis attended St. Joseph Mission Residential School, just outside of Williams Lake, at 
the age of 6 years old. Her family didn’t have much but managed to scrape together enough 
money to buy a new outfit for attending school and Phyllis picked out a shiny orange shirt. She 
was excited to be going to school but when she arrived, they stripped her of her new clothes and 
she was never allowed to have the orange shirt back.  
 
At the Mission all the children were crying, upset, and scared. No one cared; they were made to 
feel that they didn’t matter. The colour orange has always reminded Phyllis of those feelings of 
being worthless and insignificant. 
 
Orange Shirt Day is a legacy of the St. Joseph Mission Residential School commemoration event 
held in Williams Lake in the spring of 2013, and is an opportunity to keep the discussion on all 
aspects of Residential Schools happening annually. September 30th was chosen as the date 
because that was the time of year that trucks and buses would enter communities to collect the 
children and deliver them to the schools, with or without their parents’ consent. 
 
Please join us in wearing an orange shirt in the spirit of healing and reconciliation on 
September 30th. Orange Shirt Day is just one way to grow our understanding and show support 
towards reconciliation. Wearing an orange shirt is meant to recognize the harm done to 
residential school survivors and those no longer with us, and to show a commitment to the 
principle that “Every Child Matters”. 
 
If you are wanting to purchase a shirt designed for this day visit  
http://www.orangeshirtday.org/ - partial proceeds from the sales go towards the Orange Shirt 
Day Society to support awareness programs; or http://www.nationscreations.ca/. $5 from each 
shirt is donated to at-risk youth in the community through the Stó:lō Youth Mentorship 
Program. 
 
Thank you,  
First Nations Vision Committee 
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